
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, October 1, 2014 

Special Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the special meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Bryan Meccariello 
and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
Michael Manware. 
Excused:  Commissioner Michael DeFeo. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Chairman Fasulo prefaced the public comments by stating that the purpose of the meeting is to receive 
input from citizens regarding a proposed prohibition of tobacco product use in the town parks.  This is 
part of a process which, if recommended by the board, would then go to the Town Council for their 
review and approval process.  Everything heard at the meeting will be considered as we move forward to 
develop a plan. 
 
1. Kelly Leppard, 105 Knowles Avenue, Youth Prevention Coordinator and Coordinator of the STEPS 
Coalition.  Mrs. Leppard mentioned the recent ordinance requiring tobacco products and the like to be out 
of sight in the stores, and that is a help.  She felt it would only make sense to limit tobacco in other areas 
as well in view of their mission to keep kids healthy.  She is in favor of the smoking ban at the parks. 
 
2. Trevor Rogers, 75 Duck Pond Crossing, member of the STEPS Youth Council.  Smoking in parks 
where kids play is bad for their health.  He is in favor of the smoking ban. 
 
3. Catherine Myers, 1000 East Street, STEPS Youth Council.  In favor of the ban. 
 
4. Marissa Mattarazzo, 20 Hamilton Avenue, STEPS Youth Council.  In support of tobacco free parks in 
the town. 
 
5. Anthony Mattarazzo, 20 Hamilton Avenue.  Plays football and sometimes has to walk through smoke 
clouds to get to his family.  Supports the ban. 
 
6. Isabella Feest, 132 Rustic Oak Drive, STEPS Youth Council.  Concerned about health issues related 
to smoke, also fire hazard.  Would like to ban smoking in the parks. 
 
7. David Turci, 16 Knowles Avenue.  He is against a total smoking ban per se.  How will it be enforced?  
It is imposing a burden on people who smoke.  Need a balance.  He is in favor of something in place for 
areas of close proximity to ball fields and playgrounds but not the entire park. 
 
8. Joseph LaPorte, 30 Prosperity Court.  Agrees with Mr. Turci’s comments.  Need some restriction as 
far as the fields.  There should be some areas where people can smoke.  He has heard comments on the 
outside and no one is in favor of a total ban but some type of restricted area is agreeable.  Perhaps it could 
be on a trial basis. 
 



 

 

9. Evelyn Ciaburri, 150 Burritt Street.  She is in charge of the STEPS Youth Council.  She made some 
comments about commercials on TV that are helping to keep kids from smoking and other unhealthy 
behaviors.  She quoted from a study of kids smoking.  In 2000, 22% smoked; in 2014 the percentage was 
down to 9%.  She believes that the reason for the decrease is all of the bans that have been created, 
including the restaurant smoking ban and others.  Looking to the future, can we decrease the 9% by doing 
this; if the answer is yes, it is something we need to do. 
 
Chairman Fasulo thanked everyone for their comments.  He also read an email received from Mr. Kirt 
Lundy, a resident who could not attend this meeting.  Mr. Lundy cannot support a proposal that prohibits 
smoking in any area of the park.  It is entirely understandable that people might consider it in confined 
spaces; otherwise it is unreasonable.  In a second email from Mr. Lundy, he felt it is not the responsibility 
of town government to prohibit smoking.  It is the responsibility of the family unit to teach consideration 
for each other.  He is not opposed to restricting tobacco use in some areas. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner Kanute made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner 
Meccariello and carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


